372 WATER POWERS

Rural Electrical Service in Ontario.—During the past few years substantial
progress has been made in Ontario in the field of rural electrification, and the Com-
migsion’a rural operations are now an important feature of its work. Towards this
rural work the Cntario Government, pursuant to its policy of promoting the basic
industry of agriculture, ccntributes, in the form of ‘grants-in-aid’, 50 p.c. of the
initial capital ecst of distributicn lines and equipment. In 1930 the Cniario Legis-
lature passed two additional Acts relating to rural service. The Rural Power
District Leans Aet, 1930, provides for advances up to $1,000 to actual farm owners
of lands and premises in Tural power districts, for the installaticn of electrieal wiring
and the purchase of equipment. The Rural Power Listrict Service Charge Act,
1930, provides for the fixing of low maximum service charges for all classes of rural
service. In Table 14 will be found statistics relating to rural electrical distribution
systems operated by the Hydro-Flectric Power Commission, A steady rate of
increase is apparent from these statistics.

14.—Statisties Relating to Electrical Service to Rural Power Districts Operated by
the Ontario Hydro=Electric Power Commission, years ended Oct. 31, 1933-37.

Nore—Re rural power dlamct legislation, eonsult the follomng: Cmtario Government publieations:—
The Power Commission det (R.3,0., 1927, ¢. 57); The Rurai Bydro-Elect i Distribution Aet (R.5.0., 1027,
e. 50); The Rurol Power District Louns Act, [955 (20 Geo. V, c. 14); and The Rural District Seriice Charpe
Act, 1580 (20 Geo. V, ¢. 15).

Ttem, - 1933, 1924, 1935, 1936. 1937,

Rural power distriets. .............. No. 171 171 il 174 177
Townships served .. ... ... ..., - 385 367 368 380 388
Consumers. . ... couveuuarniuinins * 61.845 63, 840 §7.802 73.614 86,194
Primary distribution lines. ... . ... miles 9.174 9,461 4.974 i0, 508 13,17
Power supplied............. ... hp. 32,372 33,049 37.190 42 897 50,758
Revenuea from customers . 3 2,796,023 | 2,832,672 | 2.902.809 | 3.000.750 3.087.001
Total cxpenses.. P 3 2,004,612 | 2,508,967 | 2,875,498 | 2,801,007 2,989,637
Met surpluses. .. ....... . —108.580 —=76.295 27.311 105,743 87,364
Capital invested, totala . .. .., .. $ | 17,603,875 | 18,307.5%1 [ 19,182,265 | 20,674,674 | 24,138,729

Provincial grants- m-ald totalsl .. % &,762,008 | 2,055,080 9, +85,8T1 | 10,282,099 | 11,951,872

1 Included in previous fem, “Capital invested'”.

Subsection 2.—Hydro-Electric and Power Commissions in Other
Provinces.

Quebec.-—Quebee Streams Commission.—Created by 1 Geo. V, ¢. 5, and given
additional powers by 3 Geo. V, c. 6 {(see R.8.Q., 1925, ¢. 46}, and by 20 Geo. V, c. 34,
the Commission is authorized to ascertain the water rescurces of the provinee, to
make recommendations regarding their control, and to ccnstruet certain storage
dams and operate them so as to regulate the flow of streams. The Commission has
not undertaken the direet production of eleetric power, but has assisted companies
engaged in such work by a systematie cellection of data on the flow of the principal
rivers and on the meteorological conditions, by investigation of numerous water-
power sites and determination of the longitudiral profile of a large number of rivers,
but mostly by the regulation of the flow of the principal power streams, thereby
increasing very materially the amount of power available. This regulation is
obtained by constructing storage dams holding water in large reservoirs during
flood periods and using it to inerease the flow at low-water pericds.

The Commission has built storage reservoirs on the St. Maurice river, where
the low-water flow has been increased from 6,000 second-feet to 18,000 second-feet,
on lake Kenogami, the 8t. Francis, the Métis, the Ste. Anne de Beaupré, and the



